
We are calling upon all political parties and candidates to demonstrate their support for all babies, children and 
young people with additional learning needs. Every child deserves the opportunity to reach their full potential, 
to be recognised as a valued and contributing member of society, and to have access to the right support 
throughout their childhood and into adulthood.

To achieve this every politician and political party throughout the next Senedd term must ensure that: -

•	 The recommendations from the ALN legislative review are carried out

•	 Ongoing monitoring of ALN reforms continues and 

•	 All investments allocated for current ALN delivery are sustained

TSANA calls on all political parties in Wales to:

Develop a whole school/setting approach to  
supporting all children with ALN and disabilities.

Ensure children’s rights are upheld to enable equitable  
access to appropriate ALN provision and support;  

removing the postcode lottery effect.

Ensure all transitions are appropriately considered  
and enable babies, children, young people to be  

involved and their voice to be heard.

Manifesto for babies, 
children and young 
people with Additional 
Learning Needs (ALN)
for the Senedd Election 2026



Develop a whole school/setting  
approach to supporting all children  
with ALN and disabilities

•	 Establish a clear and agreed definition of ‘Inclusive Education’, developed in collaboration with TSANA, 
ensuring the implementation of the Curriculum for Wales (CFW) is supporting pupils with ALN.

•	 Ensure Welsh Government, local authorities' and schools are held accountable for delivering the ALN 
Framework and mechanisms are in place to address the inconsistencies currently seen in implementation.

•	 Provide comprehensive ALN training for all childcare, play, early years, school staff and school governors.

•	 Ensure a sustainable, well-resourced workforce across all sectors and expand and enhance the specialist 
skilled workforce to meet diverse ALN needs.

•	 Guarantee that ALN Coordinators (ALNCOs) have the resources and authority to fulfil their roles effectively, 
including being part of the Senior Leadership Team (SLT).

•	 Ensure that the ALN Code is reviewed, removing ambiguities in the statutory guidance around definitions 
of "universal provision" and "further education" to support transitions and accountability.

•	 Guarantee Individual Development Plans (IDPs) for all babies, children and young people entitled to them 
(those with ALN who require ALP).  Introduce IDP quality assurance mechanisms.

•	 Ensure that all young people, regardless of their ALN, have equitable access to further education (FE) and 
opportunities to progress towards their goals and ambitions. 

•	 Clarify and strengthen the definition of “reasonable need” for specialist FE and require independent, 
qualified professionals to assess "reasonable need" to ensure consistent and equitable application across 
local authorities.

•	 Ensure decisions are made in partnership with families, reflect the voice of the child and are 
communicated compassionately and in advance.

•	 Develop a clear strategy to improve ALN provision through the medium of Welsh; this should include 
sufficient Welsh medium workforce, resources and training throughout Wales as well as supporting 
families to choose Welsh Medium provision.

•	 Guarantee that holistic services including therapy, childcare, play are accessible and  
available in a timely manner for as long as babies, children and young people need them.

•	 Provide clear, accessible information and quality assured independent specialist casework  
and advocacy to support and empower parents and children.

Ensure children’s rights are upheld to enable 
equitable access to appropriate ALN provision  
and support; removing the postcode lottery effect.



•	 Strengthen accountability and consistency in transition planning and implementation. Ensuring all 
transitions, from early years to adulthood are planned in a timely, multi-agency manner, with the voice of 
the child at the centre (PCP).

•	 Ensure support for everyday transitions for example between activities/lessons/childcare and play settings.

•	 Support young people in making informed choices about post-16 pathways.

•	 Provide access to independent ALN specialist advocacy for young people.

•	 Strengthen better-connected partnership between all agencies, to increase levels of trust, ensuring 
children who require intervention and support do not fall through the cracks.

TSANA, Wales's Third Sector Additional Needs Alliance, is a coalition of third sector organisations working 
with, supporting and representing a broad range of babies, children and young people with additional learning 
needs.  It was established over 10 years ago and is facilitated by Children in Wales. TSANA believes that all 
children and young people, regardless of their abilities, educational needs or circumstances should be able to 
realise their rights under the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child. 

TSANA membership includes:

Ensure all transitions are appropriately  
considered and enable babies, children, young 
people to be involved and their voice to be heard.

https://www.childreninwales.org.uk/professionals/our-work/third-sector-additional-needs-alliance/

